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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


A STRANGE STORY. 


To the Editor : Sir—It has been my lot, 
since entering the misistry of reconciliation, to 
travel in variou#parts of this country, and have 
become acquainted vith ‘many different orders 
of people, among which F find some good and 
some bad, I have become intimately acquaint- 
ed with the Methodists, whom as a people, I 
respect very much, But notwithstanding their 
general respectability, there are those among 
them, who if I have been rightly informed, are 
not what they should be: “There is'a Mr. Ra- 
von, a preacher of the methodist connexion, 
who, as I understand, stated some’ time in De- 
cember last, in public, that I sent him @ chal- 
lenge for a public debaté, and, that in reply, he 
said, that when my soul was converted to God 
he would talk with me, and not before, This 
story was told me by men of the first respecta- 
bility, who live in the town of Pierpoint where 
the statement was first’ made by Mr. Ragon.— 
If the man has told-the story as above stated 
(and I have no reason to doubt that he has) he 
has uttered a base falsehood. This I have de- 
clared to thpse who informed me of ‘his report, 
and they expressed a determination to’ track 
the tale back to its original author, and to deal 
with the calumniator accordingly. To this I 
gave my assent. Butstrange to tell, on inform- 
ing Mr. R. of this fact, or when it came ‘to his 
ears, he positively denied having said that I 
ever sent him a challenge, or that he had ever 
stated any thing contained in the report! I 
have also been informed that he said at another 

time, that he had preached constantly ohe year 
in the town’ in which I résidéd, and that he 
was well acquainted with me. Now if Mr. 
Ragon has ever preached in this town, I know 
itnot, I never heard of him nor his name un- 


til the time when the above report was told 
me | 





man.” Qn being asked of what I was guilty, 
he answered, that  “ got Wrunk, whipped my: 
wife, abused my children, and used. profane 
language in my family !” On being told ;that 
he had better be careful about what,-he said-—— 
that he might bring trouble upon himself; &c.' 
he persisted in his statement and declared that 
“ brother Ragon had said so, and he therefore 
believed it !” He was then interrogated bya 
universalist who was present, and answered as 
follows. 1st, Docs Mr.St, Clair whip his wife ? 
Ans, “I dont know for a certainty ‘that. he 
strikes her, but he abuses her.” 2d; Does Mr. 
St. Clair get drank? Ans. “1 dont know 
that he gets drunk, but he comes very, near it.” 
3d. Does Mr. St, Clair use profane language in 
his family? Ans. “TI believe he does,” 

Here you discover that my character has 
been assailed by this Mr, Ragon, or his people, 
or both, who throw out their anathemas, their 
invectives, and li¢s, without any reserve, a- 
gainst one who wishes them no worse inheri- 
tance than the divine favor of God. And I 
now call on Mr, Ragon, through the medium of 
the. Gospel Advocate, to substantiate his state- 
ments, or give areason for his slanders against 
the character ofa fellow being who has never 
desired to injure. him nor his brethren. And 
in order to put him in a way to clear his skirts 
of guilt, 1 now demand an answer to the follow- 
ing questions. 

ist. Mr. Ragon, Sir, if you are not guilty, 
ought you not toclear yourself of the foregoing 
charges? 2d, If you are innocent do you not 
know that some of your church members are 

ilty? 3d.Should the guilty go unpunished? 4th, 

ave you not slandered my character, in order 
to stop the increase or prevalence of the gos- 
ie oO pea hist yah Icontend? 5th. 

ave you not wicke and maliciously, in- 
vente Sat Biccaletod lies against me > Gel 
Do you not wish to sustain your sinking system 
even at the expense of truth? And to con- 
clude Sir ;—had you not assailed my character 
by ri gna ‘impeach my regard. for my fa- 
mily, I should have thought but little avout it ; 
but as it now is, Fthink it to be my duty to call 
you to an account; and if you refuse to re- 
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tract your aspersions, I shall seek othermeas- 
ures as the case may require, _, 
BS  -D. ST, CLAIR, 2nd. 


Te Mr. Racon, a methodist preacher on the 
circuit in Ashtabula co. Ohio. 


FOR, THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
THE BURNING OF HELL. 

It has been customary in almost every age, 
for mankind, like Nebuchadnezer, to threat- 
en others with the pains of a fiery furnace unless 
on liearing the sound of sausic they should fall 
down and worship the graven images of ortho- 
duxy. On the occasion referred to, all but 
three obeyed the idolatrous and cruel king and 
worshipped the image he had set wp, and it 
seems that but very few have in this a 
world sufficient integrity of heart to resist 
firmness the oppressive commands of their 
spiritual leaders. Those who have usurped | 
the prerogative of God, have manifested great 
zeal for the welfare of men, and declare to the 
world, that they are wonderfully concerned a- 
bout the salvation of “ poor immortal souls”— 
that’ they would spend and be spent, could 
they but “ save one poor sinner from the wrath 
of God 3” but mark,—ihey give us to under- 
stand, like Nebuchadnezcr, that unless we bow 
down and worship their God, and adhere to 
their dogmas, endless damnation awaits us! I 
have heard preachers of this description often 
declare, that if the people did not “ get reli- 
gion immediately the day of grace would be 
past forever!”—I have often heard them in 
the most affecting manner describe the charac- 
ter of their God, and declare, that he was won- 
derfully incensed with his offspring,—that the 
sword of Ais justice, or vengeance, (which with 
some, appear to be synonomous terms) was 
suspended over their heads—that he pursues 
the sinner with irrevocable vengeasce—that 
nothing but mercy has prevented justice from 
assigning us all our portion in the grave with 
the dead and in hell with the damngd! But 
these pious preachers who thus represent God 
as a ferocious being, declare that they, if they 
had power, would save all mankind!! O ye 
deluded worshippers of Moloch, if God were 
as you profess to be, would he not save all ? 
Answer me this question, ye self-styled pious 
—ye dignified priefis, who “rule over the 
people and cause them to err.” 

But, notwithstanding all their great concern 
for the welfare of their fellow beings, they hes- 
itate not, as far as possible, to destroy their 
opponents. The time of burning with fire in 
this world is past; but for the want thereof, 
they threaten the sinner with an endless hell 
of literal fire in a state of existence beyond the 
grave ! Would to heaven, that when they thus 
threaten their fellow beings, some Nathan 
could stand before them to say “ thou ‘art the 
man.” 

I apprehended that.some may say I am 
rather too severe, or that I have not enough 


for their conduct. But for the persons of the 
deluded victims of priest-craft_ I have t 
charity, even that which extends beyoud the 
grave, and through the boundless years of e 
ternity! This charity leads me to do all in 
my power to illuminate the minds of my breth- 
ren; yet while I afi thus engaged, I am set to 
nought by my opposers, who have, by their 
conduct verified the testimony of James, who 
says, “ The tongue is a fire, a world of iniqui- 
ty; sois the tongue among our members that 
it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire 
the course of nature; and is set on fire of hell.” 
I would therefore call on all those who be- 
lieve in an endless hell of fire, filled with de- 
vil’s and damued ghosts, to contrast their ideas 
with those of James %s above expressed, and 
Observe the analogy. And I would also call 
on all concerned, to prove, by a thus saith the 
Lord, the doctrine of endless damnation. If 
they succeed, I shall be silent—if they fail, may 
the glory be given to God. Avexis. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATX. 

It may not be entirely uninteresting to some 
f your readers to learn that thé legislature of 
Ohio during the last winter have in theie wis- 
dom passed an act of incorporation in favor of 
a Theological Seminary in the county of Por- 
tage. That it is tobe of the gganding order 
and exclusively so, we have every reason to 
believe, as the Trustees are all sound in the 
faith, Ifany further evidence was necessary, 
it may be found in the circumstance of the 
name of one gentleman (a clergyman tuo of 
their order) having been rejected from the list 
of trustees, merely because he had, much to 
his credit, proposed a liberal plan and objected 
to the exclusive system. There will probally 
be little difficulty in procuring pious and indo- 
lent young.men as students, who had rather 
beg than dig, and who will swarm from this 
spawn of Andover, to assist in the great cause. 
It is said that runners are shortly to be sent in 
all directions from Georgia to Maine ; from 
the Atlantic to Missouri, to gather the ways and 
means. It is therefore time the people were 
untying their purse strings. The axe once 
asked ofthe forest a piece of wood sufficient 
for a handle ; the favor being small was readi- 
ly granted, but the mistake was discovered too 
late ; the forest was felled by means of this 
same handle. 

One other curious circumstance may not be 
unworthy of note, The people of a certain 
new and thinly populated town in Ashtabula 
county had agreed to settle a Presbyterian 
Preacher at $100 per ann, which was certainly 
all that could have been reasonably requires 
of them. All parties being perfectly satistied, 
nothing remained but the ceremony of ordina- 
tion. "Phe clergy assembled en masse, but would 
not proceed, because the salary was too small ; 
it was necessary the young man should be well 
provided for, that he might live in afluence as 





of charity. To this I answer. I wish for none 


well as indolence, and if he were not capable 
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of making a bargain, it was the duty of the-Pres- | 
bytery to see to it; it would bea bad prece- 
dent, and they would not ordain the man un- 
less his salary was raised to $400, Both the 
priest and the people urged that it was a mat- 
ter entirely between themselves, and they were 
satisfied. The clergy finally proposed to ac- 
cept of $300, but as that was not complied | 
with, nothing was done. ‘They afterwards en- | 
deavored to excuse themselves by urging as 
the reason for their conduct, that the eandidate 
was incompetent, but on being questioned, ad- 
mitted that the man would have been ordained 
if the people would have raised the salary. 
FABRICWIS. 
——— 


THE EXPOSITOR. 


SERMON, NO. I. eo 

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Je 
sus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus’ sake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 

The apostle in the preceding chapter com- 
me nds himself, his brethren, and their testimo- 
ny, to the favorable notice of the Corinthians. 
In commendation of his honesty and integrity 
of heart, he appeals to those addressed, in the 
following language. “Ye are our epistle, writ- | 
ten in our hearts, known, and read of all men | 
forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be | 
the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the spirit of the living 








evident, that what was then right, is no less so 
at thistime ; and “ilso, that what was then 
wrong is equally reprehensible in this age of 
light and refinement. We may therefore con- 
clude, in the outset, that if. an imitation of the 
primitive apostles of our Lord was then praise- 
worthy, and if to preach other things than Christ 
and him crucified was reprehensible, the one is 
no less commendable, and the other no less cen- 
surable at this time. With these facts in 
view we shall attempt to derive seme instruc- 
tion from the words of the apostle now under 
consi jon. 

Those who have lived long in the world, 
have doubtless often listened to the preaching of 
men. attached to different sects, and have been 

ed to hear each one appeal to the bi- 
the, to prove the truth of his a 


octrine ; while 


| all exhibit a degree of zeal, which would become 
}a good cause. Although the fact, that all who 


so widely disagree, cannot be right, is admitted 
yet you may have been often at aloss to de- 
termine which out of the numberof sectarians 
is a preacher of the glorious gospel of the bles- 
sed God. The discordant views of divines 
have led many to object to the whole system of 
the gospel, and perhaps, some honest mind may 
be induced to inquire, whether any benefit will 
result from the preaching of Christ ? To this 
inquiry, I answer, that the greatest blessings, 
will undoubtedly be secured by the preaching 
of Christ, and his gospel. ‘If it were preached 





God, not in tables of stone, butin fleshly tables 
of the heart.” He goes on to say, that he and | 
his fellow laborers are made able ministers of | 
the New Testament, not of the letter, but of | 
the spirit, He then compares the ministers of | 
the letter which killeth, with those of the gospel | 
which giveth life, and draws, from given prem- 


ises, the conclusion, that those who preach the | 


in its purity, it would become the power, and 
wisdom of God unto salvation to thousands ; 
and if believed by the world, the-human family 
would hecome united in one fraternity, and the 
habitable globe would be transformed into a 
paradise indeed! But I may be told to look 
back, and trace the history of the church from 
days of yore to thepresent time. The reader 


faw have a veil upon their hearts. Speaking | may desire me to contemplate the rivers of 


farther and more particularly of the gospel, he | 


begins the chapter containing our text, by say- 
ing, “therefore seeing we have this ministry, as 
we have received mercy we faint not, but have 
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the 
truth cananslediog ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God,” After giving 
us to understand, that there were some in those 
days who believed not, lest the light of truth 
should shine upon them and heal their spiritu- 
al diseases, he introduces the words ef our tex\, 
boldly assertiag, that he and his fellow labor- 
ers preached not themselves but Christ Jesus 
the Lord, and themselves servants on his ac- 
count, 

The text plainly teaches us that there is a 
possibility of preaching sémething besides the 
saviour ; and, that there are in our day and 
generation those who preach themselves is at 
least a very reasonable supposition. The lapse 
of eighteen hundred years has not wrought so 
great a change in the moral world as many 


blood which have been caused to flow, by those 
who have fought under the banner of the cross 
—to consider the vengeance of those, who with 
“ gospel” on their tongues, and a devil in their 
hearts, have carried on the work of extermina- 
tion and death ! But why should we be told 
that the preaching of Christ has produced these 
enormities ? In the fear of God we: declare, 
that the preaching of the gospel never excited, 
in the breast of the believer,a cruel and mur- 
derous disposition. The gospel of Christ is 


| diametrically opposite to a spirit of cruelty, and 


whenever it has been preached in its purity, 
renee, love, and joy in the holy one of Israel, 
ave been the consequences, In proof of this, 
we need only trace its effects from the first ap- 
arance of our Lord to the present time.— 
hen the angel of the Lord first announced 
the coming of the Messiah to the shepherds, on 
the plains of Judea, did the words, “fear not, 
for behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be unto all people”—did this lan- 
guage, I say, produce in their hearts a thirst 
or blood, or a spirit of cruelty ? When Christ 





may he inclined to'suppose. And it ts very 


descended, on a certain occasion, from the 
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mount of Olives, and the multitude shouted 
“blessed be the king that cometh in the name 
of the Lord—peace jn heaven and glory in the 
highest”—do we find in the sentiment thus ex- 
pressed the words of cruelty dnd destruction ? 
When we ¢ontemplate his offieés of kindness 
and Jove—ér when we dwell with candor on 
the meekness and devotedness of his eminent 
followers, in every age of the world, we are 
constrained. to confess, that the gospel ‘itself, 
breathes a:spirit of peace and charity, and that 
an anti-christian and heathenish prinefple, has 
been the cause of bloodshed and cruelty.” 

In confirmation of these facts we will attend 
to the doctrine of our textjand inquirer, frst, 
what we are to understand by the language of 
the apostle—“ we preach not ourselves.” It is 
quite obvious that the apostle intended to” con 
vey the idea, that he and his brethren in’ the 
ministry, did not set forth themselves, their de- 
sires, purposes, and affections, in a more favor- 
able point of light than they did those of Christ 
Jesus the Lord, He would have us to under- 
stand, that Christ was ‘superior in ‘holiness, to 
his apostles, and, that the servant is not above 
his Lord. We may conclude from this, that 
those who speak of their own solicitude for the 
safety and well being oftheir brethren, and neg- 
lect to set forth the kindness, benevolence, and 
love, of the Deity, do virtually preach them- 
selves, And it is too often the case, that man- 
kind put their own merits in front, and the good- 
ness of God in the rear. 

The peculiar manner in which some men 
preach themselves will be more plainly seen 
when we have considered secondly, that to 
preach Christ Jesus the Lord, is, to set forth his 
character and holinessin a proper light, Hence, 
those who preach Christ will invariably repre- 
sent/his goodness, holiness, and love, as being 
more pure and impartial than those amiable 
perfections of men which distinguish us from 
the brutes that perish. Whenever they at- 
tempt to preach in commendation of righteous- 
ness—whenever they recommend any of the 
christian virtues, they will be careful to with- 
draw the mind from a contemplation of human 
imperfection, and point to Christ, as the pattern 
of holiness and love. Whenever the preacher 
of Christ has oceasion to speak of the compar- 
ative goodness of men, he will be cautious to 
direct the hearer to God and his Son, as the 
only beings who are impartially good: And if 
we would preaeh Christ, we shall, whenever we 
have occasion to mention the love and affec- 
tion we have for our friends, our parents, or 
our children,—or if we should so far overcome 
the perverseness of our hearts, as to love our 
enemies, and venture to express such love, we 
shall direct our hearers to God, to heaven, to 
Christ, and declare with unfeigned administra- 
tion—there dwells love without alloy—there 
you must look for disinterested benevolence ! 

- ‘With the foregoing facts in view, we may with 
propriety proceed to designate those who preach 
themselves, In order to bring this subject home 





to the understanding, I shall institute a few in- 
quirers, and shall leave it for the reader to make 
the application. ms 

First, Have you ever heard preachers, who 
believe God will curse mankind to all eternity 
declare, with much apparent sincerity, that if 
they had the power they would save all meu 
from'sin and hell? Ifso, is it not apparent that 
they, ifthey tell the truth, are more merciful 
than their God ?—Did you ever hear preachers 
exhort their hearers to flee from the vindictive 
wrath of God? And if so, did it not appear to 
you, that they pretended to be more kind, and 
more solicitous for your salvation, than their 
wrathful Deity? You have probably heard 
ministers say, that they were willing to ‘suffer 
almost any privation, if by so doing they could 
save only “one poor immortal soul ;” and has 
this never appeared like taking the place of 
God? In such cases,I ask, do they not virtual- 
ly preach thesmselves instead of their divine 

eemer, who had power given him over 
heaven, earth, aud hell ? In one. word: haye 
you not heard those preach, who with one 
breath wo tell you that God hates sinners, 
and with the next, that God’s ministers loyed 
them, and were désirous to effect their salvation ? 
If this be the fact, may we not conclude that 
such ministers preach themselves instead of 
Christ Jesus the Lord,—and themselves mas- 
ters for their own sake ! f 

Although the above facts do evidently exist ; 
and although we must suppose that.many do 
preach themselves instead of Christ Jesus the 
Lord, yet I should be quite unwilling to admit, 
that there are not many, in all denominations, 
who with humility and christian meekness, en- 
tertain the opinion, thar the love and mercy of 
God, are far superior to those principles as 
found in the hearts of men. But we ought all 
of us to inquire of ourselves if we do not en- 
tertain a disposition to think more highly of 
ourselves than we do of our divine Redeemer. 
Such inquirs may be of service to us, For 
when we feel an inward and holy desire, to 
promote the happiness of our fellow men— 
when we feel justified in saying, that if we had 
the power to save the world from sin and mis- 
ery we should do it, it can do us no harm to in- 
quire, whether we do not indulge the belief, 
that we are more merciful than our Creator. 

These, who, like the apostle and his breth- 
ren, preach Jesus Christ the Lord, will ever be 
careful how they commend their own goodness 
to the favorable notice of their fellow beings. 
Instead of dwelling on the long-told story of 
their own love for sinners, they will seek for 
opportunities to exhibit the infinite, impartial, 
and eternal love of our Father in heaven. 

This subject teaches us the importance of 
preaching Christ, and the value of those who 
proclaim the salvation of God. May it lead us 
to a reasonable investigation of the pretences 
of fallible men, and by the foolishness of preach- 
ing may we be brought toa sense of the un- 
changeable benevolence of God the Lond, and 
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the surprising kindness of an all-sufficien Medi- 
ator.— 
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‘THE THING As 1T 18.”—Job. 








SLANDER EXPOSED. 

Our readers will find on the preceding pages, some 
very serious charges against Mr. Ragon a methodist 
preacher in the state of Chio. Those accusations 
are brought by Mr. D. St. Clair, a preacher of the 
Abrahamic faith, in vindication of his own character, 
which appears to have been assailed by Mr. Ragon. 
We are opposed to any contentions of a private or 
personal nature, but this case does not come under 
the denomination of private matters. The parties 
are both public teachers, and consequently their | 
spective characters are, properly speaking, ia 
hands of the public. We are unacquai 
ther, and only give place to the exposure of Mr. 
Ragon’s conduct, with a view to give him an oppor- 
tunity to reply, or his aceuser the privilege of vindi- 
* cating his reputation, which is dearer to him and his 
friends, than even life itself. Our brother St. Clair 
desires no one to take upon himself any responsibility 
on his account ; but boldly comes forward in defence 
of his character, with apparent frankness and inde- 
pendence of spirit. His name is attached to the 
charges preferred against Mr. Ragon and his coad_ 
jutors ; and, unlike those who are conscious of being 
guilty, he speaks forth the words of candor and sobri- 
ety. While, therefore, we cheerfully give publicity 
to the foregoing statements, we as cheerfully tender 
to Mr, Ragon a place in the columns of our paper, 
for any vindication he may fee! disposed to publish, 
if couched in the language of christian charity. But 
should no reply be made, the charges of Mr. St. Clair 
will stand before the public as a conspicuous and last- 
ing monument of the disgrace of his avcusers ; and, 
believing, for ourselves, that the “righteous shall be 
recompenced in the earth, much more the wicked and 
the sinner,” we shall pursue that course, which in 
the estimation of the uprigkt in heart, will secure to 
the vile the recompense of their iniquity. Let him 
that readeth understand. 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr, Editor. Sir, I should like to see some re- 
marks on Ist. Sam. xxvii. 16,18. It is said to 
Saul, that the Lord had become his enemy—that he 
rent the kingdom out of his land, because he obeyed 
not the voice ef the Lord, nor executed his fierce 
wrath upon Amalek. How shall we reconcile this 


with the character of God, who is the unchangable 
friend of man, and a God of Love. E. L, 


REMARKS, 

Much labor has been lost upon attempts to recon- 
cile the letter of the,old Testament with the genius 
and spirit of the New. | While it has been acknowl- 
edged, that the former dispensation was imperfect; 
and indeed while it must be confessed, that the insti- 
(ution of a better and more perfect covenant is proof 





positive that there was some defect in the forme? 
mankind have nevertheless contended for the co~ 
rectness, if not the etitire perfection of the first. But 
one fact must be apparent (o every reader. If the 
first had becn faultless there would have been no 
need of a second. And farther, the institution of the 
latter is conclusive evidence in support. ofthe idea, 
that the furmer was quite defective. For it must be 
admitted, that infinite wisdom would ‘not have given 
to mankiod a second revelation, if the first had been 
without fault. Nor are we bound, as christians, to 
receive the old Testament as the man of our counsel } 
for the prineiples therein inculeated dre often found 
to be diametrically opposite-to those of the. New-— 
Both therefore cannot be correct. One example 
will be sufficient to illustrate this fact. Selomon, 
was denominated a wise man, and is often compli- 
mented, in the old testament, for his prudence, pie 


-ty, and morality. Aod, while indulging in all the 


extravagances of luxury, and perhaps criminal licen- 


*} tiousness, he was admired as a man ofGod. His nu- 


merous wives and concubines were considered as so 
many evidences of his greatness, and when a vitiated 
taste led him to indulge to excess in what are now 
justly condemned as the excesses of life, his wisdom 
was extolled to the heavens and his uname enrolled io 
the annals of immortality. And, when a too free in- 
dulgence of his appetites and passioas had ip some 
measure reduced him to a state of both mental and 
anima! decripitude, his sayings were nevertheless 

venerated, and his disgust of pleasures be could not 
enjoy, was admired ag an example of rare self-denial. 

Now, from these and other facts which are suscer- 
table of demonstration, we conclade, that the moral- 
ity of the old testament as well as its doctrines,,.was 
not of that pure quality which distinguishes the pré- 
cepts and examples of Christ from those of the wisest 
and best ofmen. Beforethe appearance of Him who 
was to teach us all things, mankind saw. but in pa:t 
the glories of the Deity, the blessings of his grace, or 
the benefits of his impartiality. Hence those, who. 
in the days of the apostles of our Lord, were attached 
to the old dispensation—to the cerémonies of the 
priesthood, the rites of the law, or the reading of 
Moses, were said to have a veil upon their hearts.— 
From this we may at least infer, that their views of 
God were as imperfect and inconsistent as their mo- 
rality. They conceived many ideas of the Deity 
which the light of christianity has long since explo- 
ded, and entertained many, opinions, which are at 
variance with reason, with philosophy, and with 
christian morality. 

Whether we are {o reject, entirely, those views of 
the ancients or wink at their ignorance—or whether 
we are.to attribute the "peculiar views expressed in 
Ahe old testament, to ignorance, or the spirit of God, 
are questions, which have long agitated the world.— 
But enlightened reason anu the Gospel of Christ unite 
their voices to proclaim that “God iz Love; 
and blessed be his name for the assurance afforded 
us of his unchangability and impartial kindness. It 
may have teen thought that God had become the 





enemy of Sav!; but they may have used terms which 
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de not convey ie seme ideas to our minds, which 
they in fact ewtertamed themselves. God changeth 
not, &e. 


OPPOSITION TO UNIVERSALISM. 

Itis well known to our intelligent readers, that 
there is among almost all the various sects of limita- 
rians, a spirit of opposition to the doctrine of univer- 
salism. - Thisopposition proceeds from somte cause, 
or causes, with which every universalist should be 
made acquainted ; and we will take upon us the tas‘ 
of tracing it to the fountain. 

Charity inclines us to suppose, that many of those 
who oppose ourseatiments, act with bonesty, and are 
governed by upright and honorable motives. There 
are many, who appear to think, that the doctrine of 
God's impartial goodness aad grace, is eminently cal- 
culated to encourage licentiousness ; and they op- 
pose the doctrine, from a conscientious conviction 
that such isthe fact. Such being obviously the case, 
it would be quite unreasonable to find fault with such 
opposers ; for they maintain that our doctrine is er- 
roncous from the same motives that we maintain its 
pority and truth, viz. from a serse of imperative du- 
fy. But unless we are deceived, there is somesemb- 

Jance of injustice even in the opposition which is pre- 
dicated on such grounds. Foran equitable oppusi- 


tion to apy sentiment must be predicated on some 
well known fault or defect in such sentimncnt or its 
practical consequences; and it admits ofa very seri- 
ous doubt, whether any such defects have been, or 


can be, pointed out in the doctrine of impartial and 
unjversal salvation. Many people have said that u- 


righteous desires will ultimately be satisfied-! This 
they virttially acknowledge its salutary influence oy 
their own hearts, but rise up from their devotions and 
anathmatise others for believing so datnnable and jj. 


, centious a herésy ! 


But there are others who oppose our sentiments 
from wicked and malicious motives. Sucli are always 
distinguished by the peculiar bitterness of their re. 
proaches, and the extravagant virulence of their as. 
persions. With such, every universalist is dishonest 
—every word is blasphermous—every thought is pro. 
fane—and every praytr isan abomination! It may 





be fairly presumed, that this description of our oppo- 
nents, are at least as dishonorable, as their opposition 
is dishonest; for they uniformly tender abuse asa 
substitute for argument, and use aspersions instead of 
more justifiable means, with which to assail us. That 
their opposition is malicious, is evident from the 
course they invariably pursue. For none but those 
who know that they are destitute of the weapons of 
honorable ‘warfare, will resort to the usc of the ifp- . 
pliments of assassination ; and never do men of com- 
mon sense make-use of dark insinuafions, or mali- 
cious inueudoes, until thev are convinced that their 
magazine of sound argument is exhausted! Oppo- 
nents of this description are more dangerous thau 
others, inasmuch as like the snake in the grass, they 
bite when least expected. 

From all this it appears, that there are three kiads 
of opposers with whom we havetodo. The first, are 
to be respected, and beloved for their honesty of 
heart; the second are to be pitied and indulged; 
while the third, are always to be remembered in our 


universalism is a licentious and demoralizing doctrine, |PF4Ye™s, and kindly forgiven for their offences against 


but in all the attempts of our adversarics to prove 
such to be the fact, they have failed; and have only” 
shown, that it is a want ofits influence, that has led to 
reprehensible consequences. But mankind may 
have honest prejudices, and may be virtuous while 
under the influence of deception ; so that, while we 
condemn their igvorance, and the prejudice that per- 
petuates it, we must justify the moving principle on 
which this class of our opponents are accustomed to 
act. Under the influence of that consciousness of 
uprightness in heart. which should ever attend us jn 
all attempts to propagate our doctrine, we are con- 
strained to pity, and canhot despise, those who igno- 
rantly, but honestly, oppose us ; while at the same 
time we may prove our <harity, and exemplify our 
regard for them and their feelings, by improving eve- 
ry opportunity to enlighten their minds, and con- 
vince their understandings of the truth. 

But there is another description of opposers who 
are more censurable, because they are better ipform- 
ed. There are those, who must know, that the mor- 
al of our doctrine is compatible with the best feelings 
of the christian; and yet they oppose it with adegree 
of virulence proportionate to their knowledge of its 
good effects. They devoutly pray for the same re- 

sultwhich the doctrine itself recognizes as a truth ; 
and while they desire that it may be found true at 
last, they censure us for believing that their own 


light and knowledge. 


Discrimioation in these case, 


} becomes a duty : for the hone%t unbelicver is not to be 


identified with the painted lipocrite, nor the candid 
objector with the impious and lettered calumniator- 
May we have charity to direct, and wisdom from hea- 
ven, to protect our efforts to know, and disseminate 
the truth as it is. 
THE TRUTH ASIT IS. 
I come we FROM PAGE 110.) 

Q. are the rank and violent opposers 
of the Universalists and their doctrine ? 

A. The orthodox christians of these days. 

Q. Who are these orthodox christians r 

A. All those people who believe that the 
Devil and sin are infinite ; that the Devil will 
live and reign in the endless glory of tormenting 
a great part of mankind ; that sin, misery and 
moral or spiritual death, the works of the devil 
will be immortal and perpetuated to all eterni- 
ty, and the far greater portion of God’s crea- 
tures will become more and more sinful, hating 
all goodness, blaspheming the holy name of Je- 
hovah, be punished only to be made ineffably 
miserable to all eternity or as long as God him- 
self exists. Allwho thus believe firmly and 
steadfastly in the infinitude and endless perpe- 








tuity ofsin, and the eternity ef hell torments 
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nre orthodox by the universal consent of some- 
thing less than a thousand discordant, wrang- 
fing sects and denominations of professing 
Christians. . 

Q. Can you not be more particular and min- 
ute in the articles of orthodox faith ? 

A, No; I cannot with safety, for besides 
what I have named I know scarcely one point 
which by universal consent of the several par- 
ties, could be called orthodox. What one sect 
would call orthordox, another would call heter- 
odox; so the dispute being between themselves 
and there being no proper umpire, I forbare 
undertaking to be farther particular, in stating 
particular articles and poiuts. But this articke 
which I have brought forward, is the touchstone, 
the rallying point and common centre, it is the 
palladium of orthodoxy. Acknowledge, pro- 
fess to believe, and be zealous to maintain 
this, and it is all-sufficient, you are ee 
near if not entirely right ; it covers a 
of sins—almost any thing wiildo with it, but 
nothing without it. 

Q. Is it on the account of denying this dar- 
ling point, and maintaining that sin is finite, and 
that Satan, sin, death and misery will be era- 
dicated from the universe and completely des- 
treyed, and swallowed up in victory, that these 
orthodox christians are so outrageously opposed 
to Universalists and their doctrine ? . 

A, It is: who dares deny it! As soon as we 
give up the belief, and especially as soon as we 
make it public, that we have given up the be- 


lief that some or a great portion of the human 
family will be endlessly punished, endlessly 
wicked, and to all eternity ineflably miserable, 
under the endurance of hell torments, among 
devils, we are gone; nothing can save the most 


honest, virtuous, upright, and pious, from the 
excommunication and most unreserved anathe- 
mas of the church, to which we may have 
belonged. Thecry of heretic and infidel is at 
once set up. We are denounced by all our 
former friends and associates in religious con- 
ference, communion, and worship, as the very 
worst enemies of God, divine revalation, the 
christian religion, and all that is truly good.— 
We are so bad, so wieked, such enemies to God 
and goodness, such children and friends of the 
devil, and his cause, that it becomes meritori- 
ous to insult, reproach, scandalize, traduce, ca- 
lumpiate, and persecute us without pity or mer- 
cy ; and to injure us in character and property 
just as the orthodox find most convenient. And 
to cap the climax oureternal destiny after death 
is fixed, to endure unspeakable torments with 
devils and damned spirits while God exists.— 
Alas ; what wretches are we! We must endure 
the most dreadful evils of this life, death itself 
and the pains of hell forever, if we do no be+ 
lieve that thousands and millions of beings, our 
ewn fellow-creatures, whom we are commanded 
to love as ourselves, are to be damned and ‘be 
the sport of devils, sufféring indescriable tor- 
ments and continually blaspheming God and 
goodness to all eternity. ms 





Q. Then these people who are calledyrtho- 
dox lay the prineipal stress on this point, and 
they claim to be the exclusive friends of God 
and goodness, and the guardians ¢f the chris- 
tian religion, and of course suppose or believe, 
that God will greatly reward them for the part 
they take in his favor ? 

A. Yes, this is all undoubtedly true. 

Q. But do they imagine God will be under 
any great obligation to them, for being so zeal. 
ous in maintaining that his enemies, the devil, 
sin and..death, are to triumph in the work of 
blasphemy)and destruction to all eternigy ? 

A. What they think I know not, but cer- 
tain it is they act as if thy think this will be 
the case. They appear to glory in the notion 
of the devil’s triumph, and the endless perpetu- 
ity of sin and misery, as if this were the chicf 
excellency, and nothing offends them so much 
as to call itin question, and aboveall to deny it. 

Q. But you do not suppose they really de- 
sire the, devil’s everlasting success, and final 
triumph over God and God’s creatures ? 

A. This is hard to decide, there is a strange 
inconsistency about them. When I hear them 
preach, argue and coaverse on this subject, I 
think their sentimeuts are really in their hearts; 
bat when I hear them pray to God, Tam toun 
derstruck ; they pray directly against all they 
have preached, and contended for on this, sub- 
ject. And the rankest Universalist belives on- 
ly just what they pray for, But then again, 
woe to us if we so much as believe their pray- 
ers will be answered. 

Q. They must either be heart and. hand 
with the devil in favor of sin and misery, or 
they must believe that God is in alliance with 
the devil, and goodness with sin; or, that if 
God and the devil, goodness and sin, are utttr- 
ly opposed to each other; that Satan is wiser 
than God and will overreach him, or if not so, 
that Satan and sin are more powerful than God 
and goodness. In one of these ways they must 
run in order to get to their conclusion; must 
not this be the case ? 

A, I think so with all my heart. And how 
they contrive to charge universalists with being 
friendly to the devil and sin, and of aiding and 
abetting them, I knew not. If to believe and 
preach that God through Christ will destroy 
the devil and all his works, swallow up sin, 
death and misery in victory, so as to purifiy 
the whole universe, and render ali immortal, 
holy and happy, to the eternal honor and glory . 
of God; if this be taking sides with the devil 
and sin, I desire to know my right haud from 
my left, For my own humble part I believe 
that the time will come, when that portion of 
God’s creatures who are called orthodox, and 
who are continually roaring and raging against 
the doctrine of Universal love and grace, will 
know a little more than they now do, and per- 
haps a great deal more, together with the rest. 
of us, And when the time comes that their 
doctrine, of which we have spoken, and their 
hard speeches.and irreligious conduct appears 
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in their eyes as it now does in ours ; they will 
find no words to express their confusion, a- 
mazement and horror. Until that time, we 
nist put-up patiently with everything they say 
and do, only striving to pray as Christ our Mas- 
ter-and Saviour did on the cross, “ Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.” 
Now as it is possible this piece may’ be perused 
by some of the orthodox, so’called, I'must say 
to the reader, if thou art the maw do not fall 
jnto a rage too quickly ; these are truths not to 
be‘gainsayed nor denied, and some of them are 
naked truths, and will cut to the heart ; but 
consider them well ; they may do thee much 
good.— Christian Telescope. A. B. 





Comical effect of vehement Pulpit Elo- 
quence.—When men first began to separate 
from the established church, aad spiritual Quix- 
otes sallied forth, not in quest of adventures, 
but with steady resolution to inform their fellew 
creatures, and rescue from bondage the souls of 
the elect—there appeared among the chosen 
preachers of the new doctrines, an orator, 
whose religious zeal and powerful eloquence 
was felt and acknowledged by every one who 
heard him. Among the many instances of the 
eflect of his: preaching, the following story is 
recorded : 

The preacher was now proceeding when a 
poor collier entered the room, who, as soon as 
he had done his day’s work, had hurried away 
without his dinner, to attend the tabernacle.— 
A woman was selling black pudding at the 
door, and the poor fellow being very hungry, 
buys one, gnaws off the end of it, and not being 
able to reach his pocket, for the throng, but- 
tons up the remainder in his bosom. 

As every orator seems to direct his discourse 
to some particular object, or, at least, towards 
some one part of his audience—the collier be- 
ing head and shoulders taller than the rest 
of the congregation, the preacher fixed his eyes 
upon him, and asthe subject of his discourse 
now led him, went thus : * Leta man be exalt- 
ed ever so much in the opinion of the world— 
his outward appearance be ever so fair and hon- 
est, yet every one has some darling vice—some 
dark and secret sin, or perhaps some black and 
bloody design, which he carefully conceals and 
wraps up in his bosom.” ; 

The poor collier thought some part ‘of this 
black pudding might appear, and looking con- 
fused, buttoned ‘up still closer; andthe prea- 
cher, imagined he had made some impression 
upon the man, still directed his discourse to 
that-part of the room, and even At ono his 
hand towards the collier, proceeded thus : 

« And the more he is cautioned against it, 
the closer he hugs his fovorite vice; he keeps 
it concealed in his bosom like a delicious mor- 
sel, and flatters himself that no one can per- 
ceive it—but the eye of Providence can pierce 
through the thickest folds of hypoérisy, and 


penetrate the very inmost parts of our breasts.” 
" ‘The collier, still presisting in his mistake be- 








gan to sweat and wipe his face, and to pull his 
coat still closer together. The preacher ob. 
serving his confusion, proceeds with greater 
vehemence. 

“But let us not, through false shame 
still, harbor this black and poisonous serpent in 
our breasts, which will sting us to the very 
soul ; let us'confess our sins to one another— 
let us drag the accursed thing from our bosom, 
before the congregation and spread it before 
‘ae Lord, as Hezekiah did the letters.” 

The poor collier wriggled about in great a- 
gonies, and the preacher was more urgent. 

“Out with it! castit from you! and trample 
under foot every vile lust and carnal appetite. 
that thou hast harbored in thy bosom.” 

The poor fellow now convinced that he was 
discovered, and yet vexed at the importunity 
ofthe preacher, cried out—“'The devil take 
the hog’s.pudding!” threw it amongst the crowd 
and made his escape from this imaginary per- 
secution. 


Our worst enemies are not those. who pub- 
lish our real errors, for by this they may do us 
much good, and serve as monitors tous. But 
our worst enemies are those, who designedly, 
and with secret satisfaction, permit us. to con- 
tinue unmolested in our actual transgressions, 
while they publicly accuse, us of that of which 
we are inuocent.—Selected, 
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From tie U, S, Literary Gazette. 
OMNIPRESENCE. 


There is an unseen Power around, 
Existing iu the silent air ; 

Where treadeth Man, where space is fouad, 
Unheard, unknown, that Power is there. 


And uot when bright and busy Day 
Is round us with its crowds and cares, 
And not when Night with solemn sway 
Bids awe-hush’d souls breathe forth in pray’rs. 


Not when on sickness’ weary couch 

He writhes with pain’s deep, long drawn groan, 
Nor when his steps in freedom touch 

The fresh green turf—is man alone. 


In proud Belshazzar’s gilded hall, 
‘Mid music, lights and once ae 

That Present Spirit looked on all, 
_ From crotiching slave to royalty. 


* When sinks the pious Christian’s soul, 
And scenes of horror daunt his eye, 
He hears it whispered through the air, 

+ A power of mercy stiflis nigh.’ 


The power that waiches, guides, defends, 
Till mah bedomes 4 lifeless sod, 

Till earth is nought—nought, earthly friends, 
That omnipresent Power—is God. 





